Lora Owen – NoCASCOE Service to Community Nomination
Rowan County NC is blessed to have Lora Susan Owen as a caring member of their community.  Lora serves as a PT in the Davidson-Davie FSA Office in Lexington, NC, but her job is probably like a day off compared to her volunteer work.

Beginning in the summer of 2007, Lora became aware of and involved in a new animal rescue group located in Rowan County – Faithful Friends Animal Sanctuary.  The goal of the group is to build a “no-kill” animal sanctuary in the county.  From the very beginning, Lora has been a part of many fund-raising activities.  Not only did she assist with organizing the first annual Faithful Friends Yard Sale, she drove around the county picking up items that had been donated for a month prior to the event.  She helped sponsor the first Salisbury Paws in the Park walk to benefit the organization.  
In November of 2007 Lora was asked to serve on the Volunteer Coordination Committee which evolved into a Fundraising Committee.  During 2008 this group planned an event for each month of the year to raise funds for the project.  One of the most enjoyable of these events was the 2008 Dog Days at Carolina Lily; which included a hotdog lunch, a pooch parade and of course a Doggie Kissin’ Contest.  During 2009, Lora helped produce the first ever Faithful Friends Pet Calendar and was elected to serve on the organization’s Board of Directors.  In addition, she will continue to serve on the Volunteer Coordination and Fundraising committees, who at this time are planning for the upcoming Silent Auction and Supper Event. 
In the spring of 2008 Lora came up with the idea to collecting aluminum cans, selling them at a local recycler and donating all funds raised to Faithful Friends.  What started as one email has become almost a full time job in itself.  Lora uses her compressed day off each pay period and many weekday evenings driving to many local establishments and individuals’ homes to pick up cans to be recycled.  This endeavor alone has raised over $ 1200.00.  

Through Lora’s dedication, and that of numerous other volunteers, the Faithful Friends group has raised over $220,000.00 that will be used toward their sanctuary goal.  And, in 2009, they hope to break ground on the 10-acre site that has already been donated.

But Lora doesn’t stop helping her community there.  She is an active member of Bethel Lutheran Church in Salisbury.  By active, I mean that she serves as an Acolyte, Crucifer and Lay Reader on any given Sunday.  She has taught children’s Sunday School and Vacation Bible School for many years.  She is currently serving her 4th non-consecutive, 2-year term on the Church Council, this term as Secretary, and also serves on the Scholarship Committee.  Lora assisted with many events leading up to the Church’s 250th anniversary in 2001, and helped organize and host a recent blood drive.  She is hoping to coordinate a car wash with the youth for this spring and will also help with a Girl Scout project this year.

Lora’s involvement with her church has led her to other organizations.  Rowan Helping Ministry is a local homeless shelter, crisis assistance center, clothing closet and soup kitchen.  For one Sunday, every other month, Lora and her mother spend about 5 hours at the ministry checking in guests, doing laundry for the guests, and assisting with preparing and serving their evening meal.  This activity brings Lora and her mother great joy as the people are so thankful.  And during the annual Rowan County Relay for Life, Lora not only participates with her church team, she assists with fundraising activities as well.

Lora also serves the Rowan County Board of Elections in the capacity of local precinct worker and Judge during elections.  Since early 2009 Lora has been volunteering with the Piedmont Players, a local theater group.

Lora lives with her mother Sandra in the home she grew up in outside of Salisbury.  She attended UNC-Chapel Hill, earning a degree in American History.  After her college graduation Lora returned home, next to the farm where she grew up surrounded by family.  Lora attributes her volunteer spirit to her grandparents.  Her grandfather always gave away any extra fruits and vegetables that were grown on the farm; her grandmother often cooked huge lunches for the family and farm workers and delivered meals to the local veterans’ hospital.

Though Lora has no children of her own, she is leading the way for younger generations to learn volunteerism by involving her young cousins in many of her activities.  When the family decided to hold a yard sale to raise money for the victims of Hurricane Katrina, the younger kids manned a lemonade stand – which Lora enjoys mentioning raised more funds than the yard sale.  Lora states that it “makes her happy now to see the younger members of our family and know they want to help.”

In December of 2008 NC FSA Executive Director, Keith Weatherly, traveled to Salisbury, NC to present Lora with the Presidential Volunteer Service Award.  As the nation’s highest recognition for volunteer service, this award is presented to individuals who have given more than 4000 hours to volunteer service over their lifetime.  The award reception was attended by many of Lora’s family, co-workers, fellow church members and representatives from the organizations she so graciously helps.
In closing, I would like to say that I am blessed to count Lora as a friend.  She is my co-worker, but she is also so much more.  Lora is the kind of person we all want to be, and one we want our kids to grow up and be like.  The things that are important in Lora’s life are the things that should be important to all of us:  faith, family, friends and helping those who are not as blessed as we are.  I consider it a privilege and an honor to nominate my friend, Lora Susan Owen, for the NoCASCOE / NASCOE Service to Community Award.
Respectfully Submitted,
Robin B. Hudson
